Usefulness and limitations of murine tumor models for the identification of new antitumor agents.
Murine tumor systems that have been employed in the identification of most of the known antitumor agents are reviewed and their usefulness and limitations in the identification of new antitumor agents is discussed. A new antitumor screening program has been initiated by the Division of Cancer Treatment, National Cancer Institute which employs human tumors growing in athymic mice. The questions addressed using this screen and representative data are presented.